INSPIRING HOMES

Anunloved 1980s house has been extended in two
directions to become the perfect family home
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j inding a good primary school was the impetus behind
the Wese famaly’s house search. Austrahan born
mtersor designer Lynlea was living in West Dulwich
4 south London, with her husband Gareth and son
Lucas when the thomy wssue of primary schools arose
“We were surrounded by many outstanding primary
schools, but fell just outside of the catchment areas. Then we went
toa summer fair at a school in East Dulwich and 1 loved the feel
of the area, so we began looking at propertics there! says Lynlea
They had viewed almost 50 houses when they came across

an unloved 1980s ‘infill'. “There's a story that. during the Second
World War, a V-2 rocket shot up the road and into the lane where
our house now stands and damaged the property next door, Lynlea
explains. At some point a garage was built on the plot, which was
then demolished and 2 house was bailt in its place

Despire the property’s tired state, the |ml\‘nlu| was immedi n('h
ohwious to the couple. ‘Although the bedreoms were smaller than
those in a Victorian house, we were pretty sure we would be able
to extend downstairs and into the Joft, and the garden was much
bagger than usual for the arca.” Lynlea says

Thankfully. the purchase went through without a hitch and,
in September 2011, the family moved in. They had intended to
convert the house from a three- 1o a four-bedroom home with
alarge kitchen extension, but circumstances dictated that work
began a little sooner than anticipated. ‘1 became pregnant soon
after moving in, so extending into the loft quickly became a

priog |(_\_' says Lj- nlea. “We had to ;|||]‘|:, for pl.umlug permssion

hl.\i".‘k' we “'.ln'l'll to raise "X‘ [IN'JH"'M‘ '.)”):ln.l"\', we |'|.n] a IUl
more gl azing in the N.m\ bur, as we were the first |‘\'l'|\ll' in the
""“X\ll.ﬂl arca to convert ‘hl Il)‘“ sonxe \){ ‘hl' ne l’:l\l\lul"
’u(l concems about us |\:‘ln|.', :|l\||: o |lulk lll“A non lhl:m'

| '.l\‘"g major I“Il'lll"g “‘G)lk done \\'I“l(' l'\IK‘( ""g a4 l\.ll“\
obviously wasn't an ideal situation. but Lynlea didn't let 1t hold
her back I remember that while [ was heavily pregnant, the
butlders would describe certain aspects of the build to me. but
I'd always insist on climbing up a ladder to see for myself”
she laughs. ‘Baby Alec arrived about a month before 1t was
complered and everywhere was covered in dust!”

The couple lived with the downstairs layout for a few more
years before starting work on the kitchen extension. ‘Building
began i carly summer 2015 and it took about four months,” »
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1980S RENOVATION

‘I love using plain linen
fabrics, but then I might
add sequinned cushions

or a patterned velvet’ |
Lynlea says. Agsin, the family decided co stay put while the

work was being carned out. “"The builders set up a temporary

kitchen in our I Ing room with an electric cooker and some

warktops, The kids really loved it because we told them it
would be like being on a camping boliday” she adds. At the
same time, the couple also redecorated throughout the house
and replaced the family bathroom

The interior is Ainished m a neutral palette with medern huxe
touches. ‘I've always loved contemporary styling. but I've never
liked things to be too minimalist. Clean lines and simplicity work
best for me, but it's also about the details and textures. For
cxample, ove using plain linen fabrics. but then 1 might add

sequinned cushions or a patterned velvet, explams Lynlea

Daownstairs, the open-plan kitchen- dining room features
pale walls with unies i both white lacquer and natural timber

finishes Copper l|):l1|\ el navy leather bar «lnnlxlvnng the kitchen

wsland to life, whale the glass copped dinimg table and rattan chairs
are a successful juxtaposition. Huge sliding doors lead 1o the garden
with its pale walls and honizontal fencing, ' fee as though my
garden is a little nod to Australia. People often say they feel like
they're on holiday when sitting out there,” Lynlea says

Upstairs, there are two bedrooms, the spare bedroom office
and a family bathroom. The latter had a challenging lavout so,
rather than installing a standard bathtub, Lynlea explored other
oprions. | came across a Japanese-style tub that two adults can
properly fit n and enjoy a soak together, and we've had up to

four children in there, ng’n

On the top Aoor, meanwhile, the loft extension houses the
main bedroom and an ensuite bathroom. Here, the mir rored
wardrobes give the illusion of space and Lynlea has used teal
accessories 1o add drama to the [':l](' walls

Lynlea worked on large-scake hotel projects before opening
her own ressdential interior design company. In fact, she says,

finding bargains has never been easier. ' like shopping at The

White Company and French Connectson. [ also take pride in
being able to spot accessory gems from Zara Home and H&M
Home,' she says. “You can find amazing things on the high street
if you know where 1o look " 683

* To find cut more about Lynlea’s interior projects, visit
lynleaweststudio.com
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